
Experience the Power of Music
Your Guide to the 2017-18 Season



For over thirty years, Choral Arts Ensemble has 
worked to create great choral performances, aiming 
to inspire, to challenge, to comfort, to connect with 
our audiences.  We have personally felt and want 
to share music’s ability to speak when words fail, to 
point to a transcendence and meaning that is too 
often obscured by the clamor of day-to-day life.  We 
know that art affirms deeper values that can guide 
us to our best selves, our most positive relationships, 
our most vibrant communities.

Choral Arts Ensemble has been blessed over these years by hundreds of 
superb and dedicated singers, volunteers, board members, administrators and 
artistic staff. Our concerted efforts have created a regionally, even nationally, 
recognized choir with a long list of inspiring musical performances, dozens of 
newly commissioned works, exciting plans for outreach and education, and 
numerous prospects for energizing collaborations.  We enjoy experienced 
artistic and administrative leadership backed by a talented board and a secure 
financial foundation; this allows Choral Arts Ensemble to confidently project our 
vision into the future.

We feel privileged to work together on this essentially joy-filled task, but also 
responsible to create the best art we can in service to our community. This year, 
we will collaborate with Great River Shakespeare Festival and Minneapolis 
Guitar Quartet; we will premiere new works by Daniel Kallman and Jeffrey Van; 
we will partner with exceptional soloists Alan Dunbar and Roy Heilman, and 
with a stellar chamber orchestra, and with the highly talented Honors Concert 
Choir. We look forward to another educational outreach to area high school 
choirs and directors, and to a multi-media celebration of Minnesota composers, 
guided by the ever-articulate and insightful Steve Staruch.

Please come, as often as you can, to share with us the power of music to affirm, 
to comfort, and to inspire!  

Rick Kvam, Founder and Artistic Director
2



Speaking Truth
to Power

October 21 Zumbro Lutheran Church, Rochester 7:30 pm
October 22 Central Lutheran Church,  Winona 3:00 pm

Five hundred years ago this fall,  Martin Luther risked his life to 
speak truth to power.  So many others—Sir Thomas More, Mahatma 
Gandhi, Martin Luther King, Jr., Susan B Anthony—have taken similar 
courageous stands for integrity. Through inspiring readings by Great 
River Shakespeare Festival actors, with the collaboration of soloists Roy 
Heilman and Alan Dunbar, and accompanied by chamber orchestra, 
we will honor these bold and principled voices. Choral selections will 
vary widely—from Britten’s Cantata Misericordium, a setting of the 
Good Samaritan story, to U2’s MLK as arranged for The King’s Singers.
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In 2009, in celebration of its 25th 
season, Choral Arts Ensemble created 
a new Choral Advocacy Award to 
honor those supporters and volunteers 
who give time and resources to 
advocate for Choral Arts Ensemble 
and the choral art in general. Each 
year, the Choral Arts Ensemble  board, 
staff, and a committee of advisers 
draw up with a slate of nominees, 
from which the awardee is chosen 
by the Executive Committee. Many  
recipients are familiar to our wider 
community because they all share a 
drive to make our world a better place 
in whatever they do, and we all are 
beneficiaries of their dedication. Thank 
you for your efforts on behalf of Choral 
Arts Ensemble and the choral art!

You Make a 
Difference
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Christmas
   at Assisi

Once again—for the 35th time!—the glorious ambience and acoustics of the 
Lourdes Chapel at Assisi Heights will resound with the variety of joyous and 
meditative music that is Christmas at Assisi.  Featuring a new Ketterling Carol 
from Minnesota composer Daniel Kallman, Choral Arts Ensemble will sing 
works by Sergei Rachmaninoff, Gustav Holst, Richard Rodney Bennett, and 
much more.  We will once again proudly host the amazing Honors Concert 
Choir, and we’ll invite the audience to sing along, helping us to usher in 
what Dickens called “a good time; a kind, forgiving, charitable, pleasant time.”

December 8 and 9, 7:30 pm
December 10, 4 pm 
Lourdes Chapel, Assisi Heights
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Family
Holiday
Concert

December 16
10:30 am
Rochester 

Public Library
Bring the kids and grandkids to the library to share in some holiday music! A 
variety of songs celebrating the season will delight listeners of all ages.
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Choral Arts Ensemble has been inspiring 
audiences throughout southeast 
Minnesota with performances of 
outstanding choral music since its 
founding by Rick Kvam in 1985. The 
singers of Choral Arts Ensemble are 
active community members from a 
wide variety of professions, including 
teachers, farmers, doctors, bankers, 
computer technicians and church 
leaders, all drawn together to create 
excellent music and contribute to the 
artistically thriving life in and around 

Rochester.

The choir rehearses weekly from August 
through May for a challenging four-
five program concert series.  Repertoire 
includes a cappella works, from the 
Renaissance to the present day, as well 
as a variety of choral/orchestral works. 
Furthermore, since 1996 Choral Arts 
Ensemble has commissioned and/or 
premiered more than fifty new choral 
works. Choral Arts Ensembles catalog 
of 15 cds includes Minnesota Voices 
and Hail, Minnesota! both of which 
feature works by Minnesota composers.

We have collaborated locally with the 
Rochester Symphony, Honors Choirs of 
SE Minnesota, Rochester Art Center, 
Janet Lang Dancers and regionally with 
the Great River Shakespeare Festival, 
The Singers – Minnesota Choral Artists, 
Saint Paul Chamber Orchestra, and 
Dale Warland Singers. For five years 
Choral Arts Ensemble’s Christmas at 
Assisi concert has been broadcast on 
KSMQ public television and the choir 

has selections played regularly on 
Classical Minnesota Public Radio on 
the daily playlist, the Choral Stream or 

the Regional Spotlight segment.  
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A

SINGING

VALENTINE

Our annual fundraising gala, A Singing Valentine, promises to be another 
“don’t miss it” event this season. All who have attended A Singing 
Valentine find it to be a festive and joyful way to celebrate Valentine’s 
Day.

This year’s theme is “Love is All Around.” In addition to great cuisine, 
socializing and a glistening performance by Choral Arts Ensemble, A 
Singing Valentine will again feature silent and live auctions with lots of great 
items to bid on. 

Over one-fifth of the Choral Arts Ensemble annual budget is raised 
through A Singing Valentine. Its success is critical to the vitality of Choral 
Arts Ensemble. 

February 10
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For more information on the various ways to give in support of Choral 
Arts Ensemble or to make an online gift, please visit 
www.choralartsensemble.org or call the office at 507-252-8427. 

Please consider a gift to Choral Arts Ensemble today and keep the 
singing going.

Without you, there is no singing.

Of course, your most precious gift is your 
attendance at our concerts (double the 
impact by bringing a friend).

-Bob Giere, Executive Director
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Minne polis

Choral Arts Ensemble will collaborate with the marvelous 
Minneapolis Guitar Quartet! Together, we will sing 
Jeffrey Van’s gorgeous new work for choir and guitar 
quartet, Music of Love and the Stars. The Minneapolis 
Guitar Quartet will play spectacular works by Ginastera, 
Rodrigo, and Bach. The Choral Arts Ensemble will sing a 
solo set including a work accompanied by the incomparable 
Mr. Van on guitar and will be honored to premiere a new 

work commissioned in memory of Cynthia Larson.
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Singing for 
HIGH SCHOOL CHORAL FESTIVAL CONCERT

February 27  •  7:30 pm  •  Lourdes Chapel, Assisi Heights

Our second annual high school choral festival will feature choirs 
from three area high schools joining with Choral Arts Ensemble 
for an afternoon and evening of learning and singing together. 
At the evening concert, each will sing a set and then the mass 
choir of 250 singers will join together on a great Verdi Italian opera 
chorus. This shoulder-to-shoulder singing experience will be the 
culmination of weeks of preparation by the high school choirs 
and their directors under the guidance of Choral Arts Ensemble 

director Rick Kvam.

11



Since 1998 Choral Arts Ensemble has 
partnered with the Mayo Clinic to 
coordinate its Rosemary and Meredith 
Willson Harmony for Mayo Music 
Program - weekly noontime concerts in 
various spaces throughout the Mayo 
campus. These free concerts feature a 
wide variety of performers, including 
Choral Arts Ensemble, and music (e.g. 
bluegrass, country, folk, gospel, jazz, 
ethnic, classical); they are open to 
patients, staff, and the general public, 
and are broadcast live to patient rooms 

and visitor areas. 
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CHOIR COUNTRY

MAY 12
7:30 pm
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church,
 Rochester

Minnesota has been blessed with a tradition of excellent choral performance 
and choral composition. Building on the foundations laid by F. Melius 
Christiansen, Dominick Argento, Stephen Paulus and Libby Larsen and many 
others, a richly talented and diverse body of contemporary Minnesota-based 
composers are creating beautiful new music for choir. Choral Arts Ensemble will 
feature many of these vibrant and eloquent voices both in video clips of the 
composers talking about their craft and in the moving artistry of their music itself.  
Familiar MPR music host Steve Staruch will help us by conducting these video 
interviews and will be on hand at the concerts to add a few stories, details, and 
insights with his customary humor, warmth, and flare. 
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Join us at our Community Sing on Peace Plaza in June! You might not know 
what you’ll be singing when you get there, but it will warm your heart and 
steady your breathing to sing with friends and neighbors. We thank University 
of Minnesota for the inclusion of this event in its UMR CONNECTS free weekly 
lecture series.
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SPEAKING TRUTH TO POWER 
  7:30 pm Saturday,  October 21, 2017 Zumbro Lutheran Church 
  3:00 pm Sunday, October 22, 2017 Central Lutheran Church, Winona 

CHRISTMAS AT ASSISI 
  7:30 pm Friday, December 8, 2017 Lourdes Chapel at Assisi Heights 
  7:30 pm Saturday, December 9, 2017 Lourdes Chapel at Assisi Heights 
  4:00 pm Sunday, December 10, 2017 Lourdes Chapel at Assisi Heights 

MINNEAPOLIS GUITAR QUARTET 
Zumbro Lutheran Church   7:30 pm Saturday, March 10, 2018 

  :00 pm Sunday, March 11, 2018  Chapel of the Angels, St. Mary's Univ., Winona 

CHOIR COUNTRY 
  7:30 pm Saturday, May 12, 2017 Gloria Dei Lutheran Church 

2017-18 Season 
ORDER FORM 
Order your ckets by filling out and mailing this form or online at www.ChoralArtsEnsemble.org 

1. CHOOSE YOUR TICKETS
SEASON TICKET - All season ckets are in A SEATING when applicable 
4 Concert Season Ticket ________   X        $90                =        $_______ 

4. PAYMENT
Please consider a tax-deduc ble contribu on to CAE $_________

GRAND TOTAL ENCLOSED  $_________
Name________________________________________________________________________ 
Address______________________________________________________________________ 
City_______________________________________State___________Zip_________________ 
Email_________________________________________________________________________ 

 Check payable to CHORAL ARTS ENSEMBLE enclosed 
 Credit Card No.__________________________________________ EXP DATE__________/__________ 

 Signature______________________________________________  CVC CODE_____________________ 

OR CHOOSE INDIVIDUAL TICKETS 
A Sea ng (Lourdes Chapel is the only venue with A Sea ng this season) 

________   X        $30      =  $_______ 

B Sea ng Adult ________   X  $20  =  $_______ 
B Sea ng Student ________   X  $5  =  $_______ 

2. CHOOSE YOUR CONCERTS

1001 -14th Street NW, Suite 900 
Rochester, MN  55901 

3. OTHER CAE EVENTS

2018 A Singing Valen ne - February 10, 2018  ________   X  $100  =  $_______ 
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